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Thomas is mentioned among the number of the apostles in 

the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke but it is in John’s gospel 

that his significance is revealed. First, he is heard encouraging the 

other disciples to go to Judea with Jesus; then, not knowing what 

Jesus meant when he talked about where he was to go elicited the 

answer that Jesus was himself the Way.  

But probably most famously he was the apostle notably 

unconvinced by reports of the resurrection of Jesus, causing Jesus 

to show him the marks in his hands and side. Thomas then 

acclaims the risen Christ with the words that have been described 

as the great climax to John’s gospel: ‘My Lord and my God!’  

A carpenter’s square and a spear represent Thomas because 

this apostle is said to have built a church with his own hands in 

India. Later he was persecuted there and killed with a spear by a 

pagan priest.   

He is the patron of architects; blind people; construction 

workers; Ceylon; East Indies; geometricians; India; masons; 

Pakistan; Sri Lanka; stone masons; stonecutters; surveyors; 

theologians; and against doubt.  

The Feast Day of Thomas can be observed  

on either 3rd July or 21st December.  

Front Cover Picture 

THOMAS, THE UNBELIEVING APOSTLE 

This almost square picture depicts an elderly man, half-dressed, dressed in a 
17th-century doublet and a blue cloak. The serious face and the worried look, the 
man seems absorbed in his thoughts. Only the pike of a spear he holds in his 
right hand can tell who he is. It is about St. Thomas, one of the twelve apostles 
recruited and trained by Jesus to convert the world.  

In Christian art, characters are often identifiable through the objects or 
attributes that accompany them and relate to a significant episode in their story. 
The legend that the apostle Thomas was killed in India with a spear thrust is often 
represented with this weapon. The spear also alludes to the very famous episode 
of his life when Thomas, in the absence of hard evidence, refused to believe the 
resurrection. Jesus then presented himself to him and invited him to slip his 
finger in the wounds that the crucifixion had left on his body, more particularly in 
that occasioned by the blow of a spear of a soldier in his flank.  

As for the book, it refers to the Gospels recounting the life of Christ and 
recalls the role of the apostles in spreading Christianity.  
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Gathering in God’s Name  

1. We praise, we worship you, O God,  
your sovereign power we sound abroad;  
all nations bow before your throne,  
and you the Lord eternal own. 

2. Loud hallelujahs to your name  
the angels and all hosts proclaim;  
by all the powers and thrones in heaven  
unceasing praise to you is given. 

3. O holy, holy, holy Lord,  
the God of hosts, by all adored,  
through heaven and earth your creatures see  
the glory of your majesty. 

4. Apostles join the glorious throng  
and swell the loud triumphant song;  
enraptured prophets hear the sound  
and spread the hallelujahs round. 

5. Victorious martyrs join their praise  
and shout the omnipotence of grace,  
while all the church throughout the earth  
acknowledge and extol your worth. 

6. Glory to you, O God most high!  
Father, we praise your majesty:  
the Son, the Spirit we adore  
Creator, Saviour, Comforter.  

From an ancient Christian hymn ?4th cent,  
tr. anon. in Philip Gell's A Church Hymn Book 1815 alt. 
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Acclamation  

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  

 

The Greeting  

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  

 

Sentence  

“Blessed are those who have not seen  
  and yet have come to believe.” John 20:29 

 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Confession 

Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love  
with all the saints in earth and heaven.  
Knowing our unworthiness and sin, 
let us ask from him both mercy and forgiveness.  

Silence may be kept. 

Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
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Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 

Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy.  

 

May almighty God have mercy on you,  
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

The Hymn of Praise, Gloria in excelsis is sung.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
  have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High 
  Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  
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Collect of the Day  

Almighty and eternal God,  
who, for the firmer foundation of our faith  
allowed the apostle Thomas  
 to doubt the resurrection of your Son  
until word and sight convinced him;  
grant that we, who have not seen,  
may also believe  
and so confess Christ as our Lord and our God;  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  Amen   

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

A Reading from the book Habakkuk [2. 1-4]  

I will stand at my watch-post, and station myself on the rampart; 
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
 and what he will answer concerning my complaint.  
Then the Lord answered me and said: 
Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,  
 so that a runner may read it.  
For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
 it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;  
 it will surely come, it will not delay.  
Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, 
 but the righteous live by their faith. 

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 117 

1. O praise the Lord, all you nations: 
 praise him, all you peoples. 

2. For great is his loving-kindness toward us: 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.  
 Praise the Lord.  
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A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians [2. 19-22]  

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of 
God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling-place for God.  

Hear the word of the Lord,  
thanks be to God.  

Gradual Hymn  

1. I know that my Redeemer lives —  
what joy the blest assurance gives!  
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
he lives, my everlasting Head.  

2. He lives, to bless me with his love:  
he lives, to plead for me above;  
he lives my hungry soul to feed;  
he lives to help in time of need.  

3. He lives, and grants me daily breath;  
he lives, and I shall conquer death;  
he lives, my mansion to prepare;  
he lives, to lead me safely there.  

4. He lives, all glory to his name;  
he lives, my Saviour, still the same;  
what joy the blest assurance gives,  
I know that my Redeemer lives!  

Samuel Medley 1738–99 
Reproduced with permission 
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The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John [20.24-29]  

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 
‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

For the Gospel of the Lord,  
praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

Silence may follow.  

 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church.  

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,  
 seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge  
  the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son  
  is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the  
  forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 

Jesus, bread from heaven,  
you satisfy the hungry with good things: 
grant us a share with all the faithful departed  
in the banquet of your kingdom. 
Hear us, risen Lord, 
 our resurrection and our life.  

Jesus, the light of the world, 
you gave the man born blind the gift of sight: 
open the eye of faith  
and bring us from darkness to your eternal light and glory. 
Hear us, risen Lord, 
 our resurrection and our life.  

Jesus, Son of the living God, 
you summoned your friend Lazarus from death to life: 
raise us at the last to full and eternal life with you. 
Hear us, risen Lord, 
 our resurrection and our life.  

Jesus, crucified Saviour, in your dying you entrusted each to the 
other, Mary your mother and John your beloved disciple: 
sustain and comfort all who mourn.  
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Hear us, risen Lord, 
 our resurrection and our life.  

Jesus, our way and truth and life, 
you drew your disciple Thomas from doubt to faith: 
reveal the resurrection faith to the doubting and the lost. 
Hear us, risen Lord, 
 our resurrection and our life.  

May God in his infinite love and mercy  
bring the whole Church, 
living and departed in the Lord Jesus, 
to a joyful resurrection  
and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom.  Amen.  

 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

Please stand  

Now in union with Christ Jesus 
you who once were far off have been brought neat 
through the shedding of Christ’s blood; 
for he is our peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  

1. Ye watchers and ye holy ones,  
bright seraphs, cherubim and thrones,  
raise the glad strain: alleluia!  
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers,  
virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs:  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

2. O higher than the cherubim,  
more glorious than the seraphim,  
lead their praises: alleluia!  
Thou bearer of the Eternal Word,  
most gracious, magnify the Lord,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
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3. Respond, ye souls in endless rest,  
ye patriarchs and prophets blest:  
alleluia, alleluia!  
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong,  
all saints triumphant, raise the song,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   

4. O friends, in gladness let us sing,  
supernal anthems echoing:  
alleluia, alleluia!  
To God the Father, God the Son,  
and God the Spirit, Three in One,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   

John Athelstan Laurie Riley 1858–1945 
Words and music from the English Hymnal by permission Oxford University Press 

CCLI 234894  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
you bring forth bread from the earth. 
 Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe: 
you create the fruit of the vine. 
 Blessed be God for ever. 

Wheat and grape, this bread and wine, 
are part of the riches of your earth. 
 You are worthy, O Lord our God, 
 to receive glory and honour and praise 
 for you created all things 
 and by your will they have their being.  

We thank you, Father, 
that you formed us in your own image, 
creating us male and female 
and loving us even when we rebelled against you. 
Above all, we give you thanks for your Son, Jesus Christ.  
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You gave him to be the Saviour of the world. 
He was born of the Virgin Mary 
and lived on earth in obedience to you, 
suffering death on the cross for our sins. 
You raised him from the dead in glory; 
through him you sent the Spirit as he had promised.  

Strengthened by your grace,  
your martyr Thomas triumphed over suffering,  
laying down his life in faithful witness to Christ.  

We give you thanks for the living hope 
you have given us in Jesus Christ our Lord, 
whom we praise with our lips and in our lives, singing:  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   

Loving Father, 
we praise you that, on the night before he died, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread and gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you: 
 do this in remembrance of me. 
After supper he took the cup, gave you thanks 
and, giving it to his disciples, said, 
 Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
 covenant, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
 sins: do this as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.  

Therefore, with these holy gifts  
we celebrate his offering of himself  
made once for all on the cross, 
we rejoice in his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and we look for his coming again:  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

Father, accept this offering of our duty and service, 
this memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these your gifts 
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son. 
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Grant that we who eat this bread and drink of this cup 
may, with the hosts of angels 
and all the company of heaven, 
proclaim the glory of your name 
and join in their unending hymn of praise:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Let us pray with confidence to the Father:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever.  Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
AND THE COMMUNION  

Every time we eat this bread and drink of this cup 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word and I shall be healed.  
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THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Father of all 
we give you thanks and praise 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son  
and brought us home. 
Dying and living,  
he declared your love, 
gave us grace,  
and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body  
 live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup  
 bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights  
 give light to the world.  

Keep us in this hope that we have grasped; 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name.  Amen.  
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Hymn  

1. Stand up, stand up for Jesus, as soldiers of the cross;  
lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss;  
from victory on to victory his army he shall lead  
till every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed. 

2. Stand up, stand up for Jesus, the trumpet call obey;  
forth to the mighty conflict in this his glorious day!  
All Christians true now serve him against unnumbered foes;  
let courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose. 

3. Stand up, stand up for Jesus, stand in his strength alone:  
the arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.  
Put on the gospel armour, each piece put on with prayer;  
where duty calls, or danger, be never wanting there. 

4. Stand up, stand up for Jesus, the strife will not be long:  
this day the noise of battle, the next the triumph song.  
To those who are victorious a crown of life shall be;  
they with the King of Glory shall reign eternally.  

George Duffield 1818–88 alt. 
Reproduced with permission  



The Blessing  

God give you grace to follow Thomas  
and all the saints in faith and hope and love,  
and to know the fruit of the Spirit in your lives;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

 

The Dismissal  

Go in the peace of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God.   


