
LETTER TO THE PEOPLE 
from the Bishop

Dear Clergy, People and Friends of the Diocese 
 
The Coronation of King Charles III
It is with great excitement that we look forward to the coronation of King Charles III on 6 May UKST, an 
historic moment, as the last time this happened was more than 70 years ago. As those who are part of the 
commonwealth and alongside many others throughout the world, we may be ‘glued’ to our TV sets, while 
some will have the privilege and honour to be in the UK and some present for the coronation. 
As Anglicans, we will continue to pray for King Charles III and the Queen Consort, Camilla and the Royal 
Family as well as for the Church of England during this special time. Please remember the King in your 
parish prayers and consider using the liturgies provided (https://www.churchofengland.org/coronation/
churches) in your services over the next few weeks leading up to the coronation.
 
Lay Ministry Clearances and Authorizations
There are growing concerns that, following our Parish Annual Meetings last year and the fact that we are 
now in a new cycle for ministry, that only 177 out of  700 people are cleared for ministry. I have written to 
all Clergy In Charge of Parishes and asked for the relevant information to be sent to Safe Church Officers. 
May I please ask that all those who need to please ensure that all their clearances are in place with the Safe 
Church Officer by no later than 15 May 2023, after which you will be asked to stand down from your 
ministry until the clearance is completed. Excitingly, we will soon move to an online clearance system that 
will be provided through Kooyoora and the initial set up costs will be sponsored by the Diocese of 
Melbourne. Once we have had all our clearances completed, we will be moving to the online system as we 
did with the Safer Church Training. Please do your best, as we value your ministry but also need to follow 
procedure and protocols. 
 
Thy Kingdom come from Ascension Day to Pentecost 2023
Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a prayer movement that has grown popular among Christians worldwide. 
The movement, which began in May 2016, invites Christians to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more 
people to come to know Jesus. The movement has grown rapidly and unites more than a million Christians 
in nearly 90% of countries worldwide across 85 different denominations and traditions.
During the 11 days of prayer between Ascension and Pentecost, individuals, households and churches are 
encouraged to pray in their own way. The hope is that those who have not heard the Good News of Jesus 
Christ will hear it for themselves and respond by following him.
The TKC movement calls on Christians worldwide to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 
people who have not yet responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call. By praying for these individuals, they 
hope is that they will be inspired to explore their faith and come to know Jesus Christ. 
The TKC movement is an ecumenical movement bringing together Christians from different traditions and 
denominations. It is a powerful reminder that, despite our differences, we are united in our desire to share 
the love of Christ with others.
In a world that often seems divided and disconnected, the TKC movement is a powerful example of the 
unifying power of prayer. As Christians worldwide come together to pray for those who have not yet heard 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, we 
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can be confident that God is listening and that  the Holy Spirit is at work in the hearts and minds of those 
seeking God.
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in the renewal of the nations and the 
transformation of communities." Archbishop Justin Welby
For your resources, click on the link below or search for Thy Kingdom Come  online.
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/prayer-resources
 
Diocesan Synod, PTO’s & Visitors Gallery
Please continue to pray for the first session of our Forty-first Synod to be held at the Wangaratta 
Performing Arts Centre (WPAC) from Friday, 2nd to Saturday 3rd June. A Visitors Gallery will be 
available at a minimal cost per person for catering. Members of the Clergy with a Permission to 
Officiate within the Diocese as per our Synod Act, may take a seat on the floor of Synod but, for 
logistical reasons, there will be a separate space created for this. Whether a visitor or member of the 
Clergy with a Permission to Officiate, you would need to confirm your attendance with Fiona Van Bree 
by no later than 15 May and also pay the relevant amount (subsidised by the Diocese) for the cost 
incurred for catering depending on when you attend. (Please indicate which of the following catered 
events you will be attending: Friday 11am; 3pm; Saturday morning tea; lunch).
There is, however, an open invitation to all in the Diocese to join us for the Synod Eucharist on Friday, 2 
June at 6pm at which the Archbishop of Melbourne, The Most Rev’d Dr Philip Freier, will be the 
Preacher. All are invited and most welcome to join us for ‘substantial finger food and drink’ (no charge) 
following the service but, once again, we need totals for this so you are requested to contact Fiona Van 
Bree by no later than 24 May (registry@wangaratta-anglican.org.au) if you will be attending the 
refreshments after the service.  
 
Every blessing throughout the fifty days of Easter. 

Every blessing, 

…………………………………… 
The Rt Rev’d Clarence E Bester 
Bishop of Wangaratta 




